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Minutes 
 

OF A MEETING OF THE 
 

Oxfordshire Environment Partnership 
 

HELD AT 10.00 AM ON FRIDAY 28 JUNE 2013 

 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES, CROWMARSH 

GIFFORD 
 

Present  
 
Voting members of the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership 
Councillor D Dodds (Chairman)  South Oxfordshire District Council  
Councillor D Harvey West Oxfordshire District Council 
Councillor N Morris Cherwell District Council 
Councillor D Nimmo-Smith Oxfordshire County Council 
Councillor R Waite Vale of White Horse District Council 
 
Officers attending for the whole of the meeting  
Mr W Lewis Oxfordshire Waste Partnership 
Ms R Lake Oxfordshire Waste Partnership 
Mr Ed Potter Cherwell District Council 
Ms M Nielsen Oxford City Council 
Mr N King Oxfordshire County Council 
Ms S Ohlenschlager Oxfordshire County Council 
Mr M Watson Oxfordshire County Council 
Mr G Hull Oxfordshire County Council 
Mrs C Kingston South Oxfordshire and 
 Vale of White Horse district councils 
Mrs J Thompson South Oxfordshire and 
 Vale of White Horse district councils 
Mr R Young West Oxfordshire District Council 
Ms L Bee Environment Agency 
 
Apologies for absence 
Mr T Flanagan Oxfordshire County Council 
  

1 Declaration of disclosable pecuniary interest  
 
Mr D Harvey reminded the partnership that he was appointed by West Oxfordshire 
District Council as a director of the United Sustainable Energy Agency. 
 

2 Addresses and questions to the partnership  
 
There were no addresses or questions. 
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3 Minutes of the previous meeting  
 
The minutes of the Oxfordshire Environment Partnership meeting held on 22 March 
2013 were agreed as a correct record and signed as such by the Chairman. 
 
The partnership noted that member councils were in the process of confirming their 
Climate Local commitments with a view to publishing these in July, and that 
Groundwork have agreed the proposed five month contract extension. 
 

4 Bicester Eco- town  
 
Mr Andrew Bowe, Implementation Officer at Cherwell District Council gave a 
presentation on the development of the Bicester Eco-Town and examples of best 
practice in the project. 
 
He explained the development of the long term vision for the new and existing parts 
of Bicester and the multi-agency work to promote a project covering much more than 
just new housing. Demonstration projects for retrofitting existing buildings, the re-use 
centre, and community events helped promote sustainable choices. Work with 
developers to design zero-carbon housing (Code level 6) was on-going and planning 
permission for the north-west of the site was in place. The cost of a house should be 
close to normal market values and have lower running costs.  
 
The partnership noted the presentation and the work on developing the eco-town. 
 

5 Climate resilience work and climate projections  
 
The partnership considered a report and heard a presentation on climate projections 
and planning for resilience to extreme events. 
 
Mrs Ohlenschlager explained that the Severe Weather Monitoring System allowed 
data to be collected on the location, impact, and cost of events to help with prediction 
and prevention of future events. Data about all severe weather related incidents 
could be collected from individuals county-wide. Current climate predictions were for 
warmer and less predictable climate with more and more extreme severe weather 
events through the year, from more heat waves to more days of heavy rain. Local 
authorities had good plans and procedures for emergencies but more contingency 
planning for dealing with the impact was required. This year there would be a full 
audit of the budget and management capability for dealing with the damage from 
weather events. 
 
Members of the partnership commented that there was a need to be aware of the 
financial pressures and complexity of dealing with severe weather, and councils 
relied on other agencies to help get funding for protection measures. Could other 
countries’ methods of mitigating and coping with extremes, or historical methods of 
coping be used to reduce the impact of severe weather? It was better to be properly 
prepared for severe weather regardless of the accuracy of the predictions.    
 
The partnership: 
1. noted the report; and 

2. asked for a report about participating in the Severe Weather Monitoring System 
(SWIMS) at a future meeting of the Partnership. 

Agenda Item 4

Page 6



 3 

 

6 Update on collective switching  
 
The partnership considered a report on the outcome of the collective switching 
scheme undertaken by Cherwell District Council and West Oxfordshire District 
Council.  
 
Cherwell District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council councillors said they 
had been disappointed with the eventual tariffs and the numbers who had switched. 
The level of interest had been good, and there was a role for local authorities in 
helping people navigate the market either through this scheme or something less 
labour-intensive. 
 
The partnership noted the outcome of the Better Together Oxfordshire collective 
switching campaign. 
 

7 Chairman's announcements  
 
The Chairman noted that Mrs Ohlenschlager will be leaving Oxfordshire County 
Council in September and the Partnership wished her well for the future. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 11.00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Date 
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